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Physical and Human Geography 
 
Using the world as our source, we will study both physical (natural features and processes) and 
human (human activity affects or is influenced by the earth's surface) geography.  We will learn 
not only where places are, but how humans interact with those places.  The goal is not have a 
better understanding of the natural world and humans interact with it.  As we move to study 
specific places, we will also look at the history and cultures of those places. 
 
Contact Information 
 
Email: christopher.berry@d11.org 
Meeting times:  I will gladly meet with a student before or after school, just please make an 
appointment.  If you no show for an appointment, I will be hesitant to make another. 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to Early College High School.  We are happy to have you here and the faculty is excited 
to begin our fifth year.  No matter where you were last year, here you will have the opportunity to 
excel if you apply yourself. 
 
World Geography is the first step to understanding social sciences at a collegiate level.  My class 
will be challenging and rewarding.  I expect you to improve yourself through discipline and hard 
work.  This class is freshman level.  Students will begin learning foundations skills to be successful 
in college.   
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I will conduct this class at an honors level.  You as students need to get a taste of the rigor expected 
in your future college classes.  I will emphasize reading comprehension and critical thinking skills 
over memorization of facts.  This class will require you to work hard, and the rewards will pay off 
for your future education. 
 
Class Policies 
 
Rules 
 

➢ Show up 
➢ Follow instructions 
➢ Allow the teacher to teach 
➢ Allow others to learn 

 
Attendance 
 
You are expected in class, on-time, every day.  In college, the number one indicator of success is 
attendance.  You are not only expected to be here.  You need to come to class prepared and ready 
to discuss the material.  Complete your reading assignments on time.  Your questions are 
welcomed and encouraged. 
 
While in class, you are expected to learn actively.  Take usable Cornell Notes.  Outside of class, 
you are expected to complete all reading assignments and digest the prior day’s activities.  The 
class will be discussion based – you must come to class prepared to be successful. 
 
Food and Drink 
 
You may bring beverages in spill proof containers.  Snacking is allowed if the privilege is not 
abused.  
 
Electronic Devices 
 
Various personal devices (smart phones, iPods) are only allowed if I expressly permit it during 
class.  Do not text or attempt other use of these devices in my class.  Use of personal devices 
without permission may lead to confiscation of the device and loss of points on your grade.  When 
I provide work time, you may listen to music with headphones if it does not disturb me or students 
around you. 
 
Academics 
 
Materials 
 
Every day to class, bring your text, writing utensils and paper for notes.  I will grade your notes, 
looking for the AVID skills of interacting with the Focus Notes.  Coming to class unprepared will 
adversely affect your participation grade. 
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Academic Honesty 
 
I have a zero tolerance for cheating.  Any student caught cheating will receive a zero on the 
assignment, project or exam.  Examples of cheating include copying homework, plagiarism, 
copying on a test and crib sheets.  I will also refer you to the Dean of Students for disciplinary 
consequence.   
 
Academic honesty violations can lead to expulsion at the college level. 
 
Textbooks 
 
Prentice Hall World Geography – Building a Global Perspective 
 
I will assign other readings, and I will provide these readings. 
 
Grading 
 
Grading Scale and Derivation 
 
A 89.5 – 100% 
B 79.5 – 89.4% 
C 69.5 – 79.4% 
D 59.5 – 69.4% 
F 59.4% and below 
 

Category Percentage 
Reading Quizzes 10% 
World Country Presentation 10% 
Exams 30% 
Homework/Classwork 20% 
DBQ Projects 15% 
Final Exam (Cumulative) 15% 

 

Final Exam 

If you have an “A” in the class on the day of the final exam, you may opt out of the final. 

Late Work 

No late work is accepted.  As part of the transition to college and the professional world, you 

must begin the habit of turning in your work when it is due. 

Timing 
 
Our class timing may vary based on weather, student engagement, student understanding, current 
events or any number of factors.  As we progress from unit to unit, I will provide a rough calendar. 
 
Summary 
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Again, welcome to Early Colleges here at the Roy J. Wasson Academic Campus.  District 11 is 
thrilled about the special opportunity here.  The journey will not be easy.  College courses are 
hard, that is why less than one in four adults hold a college degree.  If you work hard, apply 
yourself and come to class ready to learn every day, you will succeed.  Good luck. 
 
Disclaimer 
 
Of course, all information in this syllabus is subject to change.  Students will be informed, in 
writing, of any such changes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


